Input Output Analysis is one of the most important
tools economics can offer to researchers and policy
makers interested in the actual structure and interde-
pendencies of an economic system. The seminal contri-
bution of Wassily Leontief was followed by many other
innovative works in theory and application dealing
with the structure of the productive system and with
the cost-price-income distribution system. Piero Sraffa,
Richard Stone, Richard Goodwin, all of Cambridge
University (UK) should be recalled among the most
distinguished economists working in this area of re-
search. It is worthwhile also to remember that both
Leontief (1974) and Stone (1984) got the Nobel prize.
The Conference will certainly mention to the contribu-
tion of other economists.

After the initial interest by applied and theoreti-
cal economists up to the early 1970s, Input-Output
Analysis subsequently came to be considered mainly as
a field of statistical data collection and analysis. One
important exception has been the application of Input-
Output Analysis to environmental and energy prob-
lems, which has followed in the main a path distant from
the mainstream theology of markets. Production, inter-
industry relationships, and the price-distribution rela-
tionships associated with them, came to be overlooked
as developed countries were asked to neglect their real
economies and to focus on services and finance.

The recent world economic crisis has brought to
evidence that productive structures are of central rele-
vance, and that the real economy is essential to any
economic system (country) that wants to keep a stable
position in the system of international relations. In view
of this, and of the increasing importance of environ-
mental and energy aspects, the coming back of Input-
Output Analysis to the centre stage of economic re-
search should be expected. This is shown both by the
important international projects of Input-Output appli-
cations that are being developed, and by the re-focusing
of theoretical interest on input-output relationships and
related aspects of economic systems and dynamics.

To encourage a comprehensive assessment of
Input-Output research in the contemporary scenario
Fondazione Edison has organized with Accademia dei
Lincei the international conference "The Structure of
Economic Systems through Input-Output Applications’.
The Conference programme was arranged by a Com-
mittee including Alberto Quadrio Curzio (chairman),
Carlo D'Adda, Marco Fortis, Luigi Pasinetti, Roberto
Scazzieri and Albert Steenge.

ACCADEMIA NAZIONALE DEI LINCEI

The National Lincei demy is one of
the most distinguished and ancient re-
search institutions in Europe and had
among its founding members Galileo
Galilei.

The purpose of the Academy is to pro-
mote, coordinate, integrate and dissemi-
nate scientific knowledge. The A
demy’s activity is carried out along two
principal lines: debating research and
disseminating science.

Regarding the discussion of research
activity, the Academy is mainly con-
cerned with subjects of topical and social
interest, and arranges national and inter-
national meetings involving leading sci-
entists and scholars, who share the re-
sults of their research work.

Regarding dissemination, the Academy
arranges meetings and events open to
the wider public as well as specialised
courses and seminars. It also promotes
lecture series held by leading specialists
in a variety of scientific and scholarly
fields.

www.lincel.it
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The Fondazione Edison, founded in Mi-
lan in 1999, has since the very beginning
been involved in aspects co ning the
1amics of productive sec foreign
trade and Research and Development
from an Italian, European and interna-
tional perspective.
Particular attention is paid to the rela-
tionships between small/medium and
large enterprises, to those between com-
1l development, and to
mena related to infrastructures and
globalization.

The Fondazione Edison promotes studies,
researches, publications and events either
autonomously or jointly with other insti-

and supports initiatives in line
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